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the   lock struck one and there was a short respite for
lunch*
The first rehearsal of The Fountain of 'Bacchus was that
same night. From midnight until four a.m. the rehearsal
proceeded with brief intervals for rest and refreshment.
Stefan, however, was allowed to depart at half-time,
because he was the one member of the cast who, in
addition to rehearsing, was appearing in the current
programme.
As a result of healthy and regular physical training,
massage and diet, Marie's corporal beauty increased
apace, while her love of art, mental activity and quickness
of perception soon singled her out from her colleagues.
Vronsky soon contracted the habit of giving his instruc-
tions to Marie in person, leaving her to communicate
them patiently to her duller companions. By the time
the day dawned for the production of The Fountain of
TSacchuS) Marie had won a special place in the estimation
of the impresario, who had bestowed upon her the stage
name of Datnaris.
Although the life of hard work, stern discipline and
lack of sexual indulgence reminded Marie in many ways
of the regime in Cynthia's home, she knew that the
general public, ignorant of the sobriety and abstinence
practised by the New Art girls, would take it for granted
that Damans, the nude dancer, was a prostitute, with
morals as scanty as her drapery. For herself, Marie did
not mind. Experience had taught her to despise the
cruel stupidity of Mrs. Grundy, whatever the nationality
of that ubiquitous female, but she determined that Olga
must never know the nature of her employment lest, in
after years, the child might be ashamed of her mother.
Marie soon found that if she and her daughter both
continued to live under Madame Mociusko's roof, it
would be impossible to keep the clever little girl in
ignorance. In Olga's presence, Madame Mociusko
frequently plied Marie with questions about rehearsals,